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	Vendor Question
	Answer

	(1)  Has your agency previously issued a solicitation for similar services in past years and, if so, can you provide me with a copy of the winning offer, and a summary of prices received, from the last time your organization competed the opportunity?
	We have not issued a similar request to this event as it is a new concept we are working on and trying as are other states.

	(2) Does the State of Iowa have a standard a stipend table for employees that could be utilized for a 2023 event?
	As the Department doesn't have a stipend table for employees, please provide a bid for administrative costs.

	(3) Has a definite date for this event been established?
	The date range of June 18th - 23rd is the desired week.

	(4) On the website, it lists 1/3/22 as the submission deadline for the aforementioned bidding opportunity, but on the paperwork, it says 1/6/22.  Could you please clarify which is the deadline?
	The deadline is 1/6/23 at 5:00 pm.

	(5)  Does the State of Iowa assume any fiscal risk related to “acts of nature?”  A further elaboration: does the state have built within your planning process a “go/no go” criterion?  If you possess a “go/no go” criteria, is it linked to date or event?   If the State decided to cancel the event 30/60 days out, will the state assume any fiscal/contracting responsibility?
	We will formalize go/no go criteria when formalizing the writing of the contract.  
Our standard contract language states the following:
Delays or Impossibility of Performance
Neither party shall be in default under the Contract if performance is prevented, delayed or made impossible to the extent that such prevention, delay, or impossibility is caused by a “force majeure.” The term “force majeure” as used in this Contract includes an event that no human foresight could anticipate or which if anticipated, is incapable of being avoided. Circumstances must be abnormal and unforeseeable, so that the consequences could not have been avoided through the exercise of all due care, such as acts of God, war, civil disturbance and other similar causes. The delay or impossibility of performance must be beyond the control and without the fault or negligence of the parties. “Force majeure” does not include: financial difficulties of the Contractor or any parent, subsidiary, affiliated or associated company of Contractor; claims or court orders that restrict Contractor’s ability to deliver the Deliverables contemplated by this Contract; strikes; labor unrest; or supply chain disruptions. If delay results from a subcontractor’s conduct, negligence or failure to perform, the Contractor shall not be excused from compliance with the terms and obligations of the Contract unless the subcontractor or supplier is prevented from timely performance by a “force majeure” as defined in this Contract. If a “force majeure” delays or prevents the Contractor’s performance, the Contractor shall immediately use its best efforts to directly provide alternate, and to the extent possible, comparable performance. Comparability of performance and the possibility of comparable performance shall be determined solely by the Agency. The party seeking to exercise this provision and not perform or delay performance pursuant to a “force majeure” shall immediately notify the other party of the occurrence and reason for the delay. The parties shall make every effort to minimize the time of nonperformance and the scope of work not being performed due to the unforeseen events. Dates by which performance obligations are scheduled to be met will be extended only for a period of time equal to the time lost due to any delay so caused.


	(6)  Do we need to facilitate housing for the 900 attendees?
	Yes, facilitation of housing will be needed for attendees.

	(7)  Is the stipend for the attendees or the facilitators? If for facilitators, should the event be free for attendees?
	Stipends are for attendees and will be approximately $160/day. Event will be free for attendees. Facilitator fees should be included in administrative costs.

	(8)  Is there a preferred city for this learning event?
	Open to options as long as physical space and housing requirements are met.

	(9)  Are you expecting 900 educators to be in attendance? 
	900 educators is the approximate maximum attendance.

	(10)  Is the professional learning event mandatory for educators in the state?
	No, it is an optional training to support Iowa's K-12 Computer Science Plan and HF 2629.

	(11)  Will the successful bid be funded in its entirety before the event to allow for securing facilities, etc.?

	Any prepayment would need to be negotiated at the time the contract is drafted.  State of Iowa Department of Administrative rules on prepayment can be found at:
https://das.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/acct_sae/sae_manual/230/230-550.pdf
Department of Education standard contract language states the following, unless negotiated otherwise:
5. COMPENSATION	
5.1	Pricing
The Contractor will be compensated in accordance with the payment terms outlined in the Contract Payment Terms and Scope of Work described in the Special Terms.
The Contractor shall submit, on the frequency established on the Contract Declarations & Execution Page(s) an invoice for Deliverables rendered in accordance with this Contract. The invoice shall comply with all applicable rules concerning payment of such claims. The Agency shall verify the Contractor’s performance of the Deliverables outlined in the invoice before making payment. The Agency shall pay all approved invoices in arrears and in conformance with Iowa Code 8A.514. The Agency may pay in less than sixty (60) days, but an election to pay in less than sixty (60) days shall not act as an implied waiver of Iowa Code § 8A.514.
Unless otherwise agreed in writing by the parties, the Contractor shall not be entitled to receive any other payment or compensation from the State for any Deliverables provided by or on behalf of the Contractor under this Contract. The Contractor shall be solely responsible for paying all costs, expenses and charges it incurs in connection with its performance under this Contract.
5.2	Reimbursement Expenses
The State has established rules for limitations on reimbursement expenses. Please reference Department of Administrative Services - State Accounting Enterprise Procedure 210-245 (accessible on the internet) for limits on travel expenses.
5.3	Withholding Payments
In addition to pursuing any other remedy provided herein or by law, the Agency may withhold compensation or payments to Contractor, in whole or in part, without penalty to the Agency or work stoppage by Contractor, in the event the Agency determines that: 
5.3.1 	Contractor has failed to perform any of its duties or obligations as set forth in this Contract; or 
5.3.2	Any Deliverable has failed to meet or conform to any applicable Specifications or contains or is experiencing a Deficiency. 
No interest shall accrue or be paid to Contractor on any compensation or other amounts withheld or retained by the Agency under this Contract.
5.4	Setoff Against Sums Owed by the Contractor
In the event that Contractor owes the State any sum under the terms of this Contract, any other contract or agreement, pursuant to a judgment, or pursuant to any law, the State may, in its sole discretion, set off any such sum against:
5.4.1 	Any sum invoiced by, or owed to, Contractor under this Contract, or 
5.4.2	Any Deliverable has failed to meet or conform to any applicable Specifications or contains or is experiencing a Deficiency. 
The Contractor agrees that this provision constitutes proper and timely notice under any applicable laws governing setoff.

	(12)  Do you prefer that the event be held at a school or a convention center?  If a school, would the space be available at no cost?
	Open to options. Costs would be dependent on location.

	(13)  I believe my company is in a position to apply for the RPF, but I've had a difficult time getting bids from various facilities in a timely manner because of the holiday. Is there a possibility that the deadline will be extended?
	We are not looking to extend any deadlines for bids at this time.

	(14)  Is it the Department's intention to be a part of the content planning pieces of the event? Maybe another way to ask the question is what level of involvement will the department have in planning the experience?
	The Department will be involved in the planning portion, rather heavily in the areas of course/training needs specifically as it will involve our approved vendors and based on educator needs. However, the logistical portions of location, registrations and payments will be reduced and should be accounted for in their bid.

	(15)  We are a state-approved vendor interested in appearing at PD the event in June. Do we need to apply to this in order to be considered as a vendor at the event? It sounds like the RFP is looking for a vendor to work with all the PD providers and handle all organization and logistics of the event. As a potential PD vendor, would we be eligible to apply for this RFP? If not, how can we be notified of the awarded vendor in order to reach out to them?
	The bid opportunity will require the organization to work with our state approved providers.  Once we have an organization selected, they will be reaching out to all of our vendors in conjunction with an educator interest form to see what courses/training will be selected.
DE will be notifying all of our vendors once a vendor has been selected as to next steps as the Department will be involved heavily in the course/training being provided to meet the goals and needs of Iowa's K-12 Computer Science Plan and HF2629.

	(16)  What are the steps for submitting a bid? The bid opportunities page does not include any submission instructions or required forms/documents to complete for the submission. 
	Proposals should be emailed to oias@iowa.gov.  

	(17)  We are finalizing our proposal and there are few more variables we are unsure that could have a significant price impact (i.e. hotels, meals, etc.).  Is there any additional assumptions or publicly recorded grant information that you are able to share with us or a budget we can work within?
	[bookmark: _GoBack]We do not have any indications for the listed items such as hotels and meals that have been pre-planned or established, this will be location dependent though bids should be able to provide approximations based on in-state rates.

	
	



