 INFORMAL COMPETITIVE SOLICITATION

for

LEASING OF SEMI TRACTOR/TRAILER AND LIGHT DUTY DRY VAN
The Iowa Department of Natural Resources (DNR) is soliciting competitive bids from qualified Lessors to lease to DNR a semi tractor/trailer and light duty dry van/truck for DNR’s use between the State Forest Nursery in Ames, Iowa and other nurseries in neighboring states and Indiana.
Description of Item: The DNR is seeking to lease a semi tractor with a 53 foot enclosed trailer and a 26 foot light duty dry van/truck needed by the State Forest Nursery. Only one vehicle (semi tractor/trailer or dry van/truck) will be leased at a time. There should be no minimum consecutive or nonconsecutive number of days for rental and the State Forest Nursery reserves the right to specify the dates for rental based on its needs from February 19, 2018 through January 14, 2019. The Lessor shall have the trucks/vans/trailers available for pick up within a 50 mile radius of Ames, Iowa. The Lessor shall set a minimum time allowance for the State Forest Nursery to inform the Lessor of each rental request so that the vehicle can be available for that date.

Submission of Proposals: Proposals shall include a cost proposal and sufficient information regarding the Lessor’s ability to lease the above item to DNR.  Bids shall include the following pricing information:
Lease Cost.  Such cost shall be a daily rate and a weekly rate and shall include all costs associated with the leasing of this item.  Lessor shall also include its complete leasing terms and conditions for DNR’s review.  
Lessors interested in leasing this item to DNR shall submit a proposal to DNR at the following address:
2404 S Duff Avenue


or email to kandy.weigel@dnr.iowa.gov
Ames, IA 50010 

Proposals shall be submitted and received at DNR’s office no later than 3:00 p.m. (local time) on February 8, 2018.   Any proposal received after this deadline will be rejected and returned to the Lessor. The costs of preparation and delivery of the bid proposal are solely the responsibility of the Lessor.

From the date of issuance of this Informal Competitive Solicitation until announcement of the successful Lessor, Lessors may not contact any employee of the State of Iowa about this project other than the identified contact person. Lessors may submit written questions relating to the interpretation of this Informal Competitive Solicitation to Kandy Weigel at the above address by February 2, 2018. Written responses to any questions received will be provided to all potential Lessors via the DNR’s website at http://www.iowadnr.gov/InsideDNR/RFPBidLettings.aspx. If a Lessor or someone acting on a Lessor’s behalf attempts to discuss this proposal orally or in writing with any employee of DNR, other than the above-named DNR official, then the Lessor may be disqualified.

Acceptance of DNR’s Terms and Conditions:

By submitting a proposal, each potential Lessor acknowledges its acceptance of DNR’s STANDARD Addendum to EQUIPMENT RENTAL AGREEMENT on the DNR’s website at http://www.iowadnr.gov/InsideDNR/RFPBidLettings.aspx.  If a potential Lessor takes exception to a provision, it must state the reason for the exception and set forth in its proposal the specific language it proposes to include in place of the provision. Exceptions that materially change these terms or the requirements of this informal bidding process may be deemed non-responsive by the DNR, as determined in its sole discretion, resulting in possible disqualification of the Lessor’s proposal. A potential Lessor’s failure to state an exception to any provision and propose alternative language may be deemed by the DNR to constitute Lessor’s acceptance thereof. The State reserves the right to refuse to enter into an agreement with the successful bidder for any reason, even after delivery of notice of selection or intent to enter into a lease agreement.
Miscellaneous Information: The DNR reserves the right to reject any or all proposals, in whole or in part, to advertise for new proposals, to abandon the need for such leased item, and to cancel this Informal Competitive Solicitation at any time prior to the execution of the written agreement.

All information submitted by a Lessor may be treated as a public record by the DNR unless the Lessor properly requests that the information be treated as confidential information in accordance with the public records laws of the State of Iowa at the time its proposal is submitted.
COST PROPOSAL 

The Cost Proposal shall include an all-inclusive, total cost to lease this item to DNR.  Such cost shall be on a daily rate and weekly rate and shall include all costs associated with the leasing of this item.  
Amount Bid to Lease Item to DNR:
$_____________________________ (daily rate)
$_____________________________ (weekly rate)
Signature: __________________________________________________

Date: ______________________________________________________

Printed Name and Title: ________________________________________

Name of Lessor’s Organization: ___________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________

Phone: ______________________________________________________

Email: _______________________________________________________
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